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Dear Colleagues,

As many would be aware, during these past school holidays, the Marist Association of Saint Marcellin Champagnat 
held their second National Assembly. 180 people gathered at Sacred Heart College in Adelaide from different Marist 
schools, ministries and communities across the country. Importantly, those in attendance were there at their own 
expense and time for the purposes of being together and reflecting on the progress of the Association over the past 
three years and imaging the future for this new Marist movement. Participants ranged in age from late teens to early 
90s, and all shared an openness to the Spirit and one another that was uplifting and inspiring. The hospitality of the 
fine people of Sacred Heart College and the Adelaide Marists was greatly appreciated. 

A significant outcome of the Assembly was the election and subsequent appointment of the new Association Council. 
The Council plays a key role in the governance and leadership of all Marist ministries in Australia. The new Council 
members have been elected for a term of three years.

Brother Peter Carroll  - Provincial Marist Brothers Australian Province
Mr Nathan Ahearne – Director of Faith Formation, Marist College Canberra
Dr Jennifer Elvery – Education Consultant and sessional lecturer, Australian Catholic University, Brisbane
Mrs Carmelina Eussen – Deputy Principal of Marcellin College Randwick
Ms Kate Fogarty – Principal of Assumption College, Kilmore
Br Michael Green – Rector of Aquinas College, Adelaide
Br David Hall – Dean of La Salle Academy, Australian Catholic University
Mr Joe McCarthy – Director of Belonging & Development, Marist Association, Melbourne
Mr Ross Tarlinton OAM – recently appointed Diocesan Director – Strategy and Governance, Diocese of Lismore

In the week before the Assembly, the Marist Brothers of the Australian Province held their Third Chapter. Brothers 
elected from communities throughout the land joined at The Hermitage in Mittagong. Also present were two General 
Councillors from Rome. Brother Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, the Vicar General and Brother Ben Consigli the Councillor for 
Oceania and Asia. Brother Peter Carroll was endorsed for a second three year term as Provincial. The new Provincial 
Council was also elected.

 Brother Jeff Barrington Brother Darren Burge Brother Dennis Cooper
 Brother Greg McDonald Brother Graham Neist Brother Peter Rodney

Let us keep these new leaders in our prayers as we ask God to be with them, and Mary to guide them in their 
discussions, discernments, and decision making during the years ahead.

On Monday the National Apology to Victims and Survivors of Institutional Child Sexual Abuse, was broadcast across 
the nation. The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference issued a joint statement with Catholic Religious Australia 
(read here) welcoming the Prime Minister’s apology and renewing the Church’s own apology to victims and survivors 
of abuse, and to their families, friends and supporters, who have shared their suffering.  Last Friday, the Provincial 
Brother Peter Carroll wrote to all members of the Australian Marist community in support of the National Apology. 
Peter’s words capture the sincere sentiments shared by all working today in Marist Schools.

On behalf of all Marists, I would express our full support for the National Apology and its aims of acknowledgement, 
recognition and reflection on the terrible legacy of sexual abuse of children in many institutions across this country. 
It is part of our Marist history in Australia that children were tragically failed. Their trust, and that of their families, 
was betrayed by those who were meant to care and protect them. 
The Marist Brothers’ Province of Australia openly acknowledges these terrible events and apologise for them and the 
damage that they have caused. 
The effect of such abuse is lifelong and too many have and continue to endure, great pain and hurt as a result. We are 
profoundly sorry that this has happened. 
I encourage all of us to take time to commemorate the National Apology and reflect on the painful lessons of the past 
so that we can all work towards a safer future for all children in our institutions.  

Yours sincerely

Dr Frank Malloy
NATIONAL DIRECTOR

https://www.catholic.org.au/acbc-media/media-centre/media-releases-new/2152-catholic-church-stands-with-prime-minister-renews-apology/file


NOTICES AND NEWS 

CO M I N G  U P. . .
21-24 Oct
28-30 Oct

28-31 Oct

Marist Solidarity Retreat 
MYM Student Leaders Gathering - 
Mittagong
Footsteps1 - Mittagong

2 Nov
16 Nov
25-27 Nov
1 Dec

MSA Mass and Dinner - Sydney
MYM Super Connect - Marist College Eastwood
MYM Student Leaders Gathering - Melbourne
MSA Mass and Dinner - Melbourne

CONGRATULATIONS TO NATHAN AHEARN
MARIST COLLEGE CANBERRA

The Catholic Education Recognition Awards for the 
Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn were held on 
Friday 21 September celebrating exemplary practice, 
dedication, and innovation by individuals and groups 
contributing to the system of Catholic Schools in the 
Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn.

Nathan Ahearne, Director of Faith Formation, Marist 
College Canberra, received the award for Mission. 
Nathan’s citation can be read here.

DEPUTY HEADMASTER
MARIST COLLEGE ASHGROVE

With the announcement of the appointment of Mr 
Trevor Goodwin, Deputy Headmaster, as Principal of Iona 
College from 2019, the National Director of Marist Schools 
Australia, Dr Frank Malloy, invites suitably qualified 
applicants for the position of Deputy Headmaster to 
commence in January 2019.

For a full application package or an expression of interest, 
please contact helen.quirk@marists.org.au.

Closing date 29 October 2018

CONGRATULATIONS TO FIONA DYBALL
MLF TEAM MEMBER

Congratulations to MLF team 
member, Fiona Dyball, for her 
placement prize in the Isabel Menton 
Composition Prize for unpublished 
and previously unperformed choral 
works. 
Details of the prize can be read here. 

PROGRAMS 
AND EVENTS

2019 Theme images will be available on the MSA website shortly.

Booklets have been 
forwarded to all 
MSA schools and 
will also be available 
on the MSA website 
shortly.

https://cg.catholic.edu.au/lat-news/2018-recognition-awards-open-for-nominations/
mailto:helen.quirk%40marists.org.au?subject=
http://cathnews.com/media-releases/1447-181016-acu-isabel-menton-composition-prize-winner-announced/file


Mission and life formation

Over 130 staff from Cardijn College (including 
Marcellin Technical College) in South Australia 
gathered on a magnificant spring day at the 
Morphettville Racecourse to celebrate and explore 
grounding, nurturing and living hope in the 21st 
century as Marists. The program was supported by a 
wonderful team from Cardijn College led by Assistant 
Principal for Religious Identity and Mission, Joseph 
Catania. 

ADELAIDE

PILGRIMaGE 2018

Kate Ralph, Jarred DeMamiel, Pat Cleal, Karen Umbers

BEENLEIGH
Over two afternoons at Trinity College Beenleigh in 
Brisbane, the staff explored the relationship of hope 
and faith. It is clear at Trinity College that Christian 
hope is not merely an individual or personal matter 
instead, through their insightful responses to the 
An Audacious Hope Program, it is one with a social 
dimension. 

FOOTSTEPS 1 - 26-29 AUGUST
At Footsteps our spiritual formation is a communal activity, as well as an individual journey. As was witnessed in 
this program, our formational journey is never a completely solo endeavour. We all enjoyed the encouragement, 
strength, love, and relationship of others as we walked our pathway of Marist formation.

FORBES
Christian hope is our response to God’s promise and it 
abounds in the staff of Red Bend College in Forbes. As 
the staff gathered in beautiful Eugowra to participate 
in the An Audacious Hope Program and shared stories 
of how their students are signs of hope for them, 
there seemed to be an overwhelming Yes to God’s 
guarantees. 

AN AUDACIOUS HOPE 

Chris Burrows, Kevin McCarthy, Johnny Ioannou, Joseph Catania, Fiona Dyball, Michael 
Wilcock, Tony Sayce



Marist Schools support vital to AMS project partners

Welcome back to term 4 for all our Marist colleagues and supporters. 

Dear friends and colleagues,

The team at Australian Marist Solidarity in Brisbane continues our mission to support vulnerable young people across 
Asia and the Pacific region through 4 core areas of work. AMS believes in quality education as a means to enhance the 
knowledge and skills of the future generations and as such provide support to local partners working across:

 • Formal education;
 • Learning Centres;
 • Skills training; and 
 • Community development.   

Our 2018 Schools theme “Unlock Solidarity: Freedom to Learn” highlights the impact education can have on children of the 
tea garden plantations in Giasnogor, Bangladesh. With over 700,000 people residing in these tea garden plantations and 
almost no educational facility, it is almost impossible for the children to escape their current situation. St Marcellin School, 
Bangladesh is providing free education and boarding to tea garden children that enables them to break the cycle of poverty 
and rise above the bonded life that they were born into. The school promotes intercultural and interfaith understanding 
with children and teachers belonging to 22 different ethnic groups and three major religions. 

St Marcellin’s School, Bangladesh is but one example of a project that AMS partners with. With approximately 15,000 
beneficiaries in 2017 across 24 countries there are many projects located throughout Asia and the Pacific that schools 
choose to support. Your continued support is vital to the longevity and sustainably of these projects. If your school does not 
currently support an AMS registered project then we encourage you to visit our website or email us at ams@marists.org.
au to learn more. 

As we move into the backend of the year we will be hosting two Christmas gatherings, one in Brisbane on 5 November and 
one in Melbourne on 18 November. Everyone is welcome to attend and we hope to see as many of you there as possible. 
Full details of the events are on our website, visit: www.australianmaristsolidarity.org.au 

Media: Tony Skinner, AMS Communications Coordinator
W: www.australianmaristsolidarity.org.au 
E: Tony.Skinner@marists.org.au

mailto:ams%40marists.org.au?subject=
mailto:ams%40marists.org.au?subject=
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/
mailto:Tony.Skinner%40marists.org.au?subject=


Brother Greg McDonald FMS
MYM National Coordinator

Imagining New Possibilities for School-based Marist Youth Ministry

A resource writing group comprising of staff from several Marist Schools met for four days across September and October 
to begin creating the vision and content for piloting a new and comprehensive school-based Marist youth ministry 
program. 

Following on from extensive consultation at both the national and regional levels in recent years, the Marist Youth 
Ministry leadership team has embarked on developing a flexible and optional form of youth ministry which will be piloted 
by several schools in 2019.

Facilitated by Rebecca Morrissey, Leader of Religious Education at Marist College Bendigo, the resource writing group 
undertook the following:

 • reviewed current national and international literature in Catholic youth ministry
 • reviewed 2017 ACBC National Survey Report on Catholic Youth in Australia
 • reviewed recommendations from previous MYM think tank group
 • learned about the comprehensive youth ministry plan at Marist College Canberra
 • imagined new signs, symbols and designs for an authentically Australian youth ministry program
 • commenced mapping a new pathway for MYM in schools in Years 7-12 to be piloted next year.

The discussions were rich and energising, bringing together a diverse and talented group of staff from day and boarding 
schools, single-sex and co-educational communities, from city and rural environments. Special thanks to Nathan Ahearne 
from Marist College Canberra and Br Tony Leon from Marist Brothers Rome for offering their own professional experience 
and enabling us to discover new possibilities.

Sincere thanks to our colleagues in school leadership for generously making staff available for these days of writing and to 
Dr Frank Malloy and the Regional MSA Directors for their endorsement and support of the program. We look forward to 
providing further updates as we embark upon a new pilot program for 2019. 

Participants from Adelaide, Ashgrove, Bendigo, 
Canberra, Hunters Hill, Kilmore, Parramatta and MYM at 
the recent Resource Writing gathering in Melbourne.

Rebecca Morrissey (Bendigo) facilitating the writing 
days.



Next Issue:  6 November 2018

Care for the Soul | Canberra Retreat Day

Twenty Canberra Marists gathered at Sacred Heart Parish hall on Saturday 20 October to spend a day in reflection and 
prayer. This was our first Day retreat in Canberra and as can be seen from the feedback below the experience was greatly 
valued and appreciated. The theme of the retreat was finding ways to nurture the spiritual in the midst of what for most 
of us can be a busy weekly routine. Taking some quality time to step back from our busy lifestyles, to share with other like 
-minded people is proving to be re-energising and helpful. To book a one day retreat for your community in 2019 please 
make contact with Br Bill at The Hermitage. 

“Thank you for the opportunity to listen and to pray.”

“The day has blessed me.”

“God is calling me to be more attentive to his invitation and ‘whispers’, spending more time for silence and prayer in the 
midst of our busy lives.”

“Very positive, supportive, instructive and in an inspiring learning environment. It was a wonderful invitation to explore 
and deepen my relationship with God.”

“Thank you this was a very valuable and worthwhile time.”

Our two Retreat Villas and cottages are available for private retreats. These comfortable facilities can be self-catered or 
catered. They are specifically reserved for people wishing to do a private retreat.

Our final 2018 retreat dates and the 2019 dates can be found on our web site www.thehermitage.org.au or you can ring 
us on 4872 1911 for further details.

Br Bill Sullivan
Director

https://www.thehermitage.org.au/


 

We are creating Positive Change -  
Marist180 is seeking Carers 

Our Homelessness Service is on the search for Live-in Carers to provide a safe and nurturing 
environment for young people aged 12-15 years in one of our homes. 

Marist180 supports children who are at risk of homelessness or are in unstable accommodation 
- the best environment for a young person of that age is a family environment. The program is 
like foster care, but with a twist - instead of the young people coming to live with a carer in the 
carer’s home, the carers live in a home provided by Marist180.  

For each child the program support is for up to six months and Carers would have a maximum of 
two young people at any one time in the house. During this time Marist180 staff, together with the 
carers, will work intensively with the young people and their families for a return home or another 
permanent option. 

Ideally the program would suit a couple with at least one carer providing full-time care.  

Live-in carers will receive: 

o Carer reimbursements 

o Free accommodation in a Marist180 home, including all utilities 

o Use of a serviced vehicle 

o Specialised training, including how to support people affected by trauma 

o Intensive support from youth workers, case workers and therapeutic specialists 

Carers will be authorised as NSW Foster Carers though the young person will not be in Out Of 
Home Care and parental responsibility will remain with the child’s parents.  

If you are interested and would like more information, please contact the Homelessness Service 
Manager on 9672 9200 or alternatively email your questions to info@m180.org.au. 

If you know anyone who might be interested in creating positive change in a young person's life, 
please share this information with them. 


