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From Brother Michael Green
Dear Members of the Marist Family

There’s a lot of puffed-up, righteous rage that masquerades as prophecy in our Church.  

Sometimes, loud and the angry people are also prophetic.  But mostly, in my experience, they are just loud and angry.  
And usually not easily placated.  Rage and anger are not among the signs of the Spirit named by Saint Paul.

That’s not to deny that the Church needs its conscience-prickers from time to time, those who play a vocal role in 
calling it back to the mind and heart of God.  Look at the effectiveness of the noise made by Catherine of Siena.  But Saint 
Marcellin Champagnat and the founding Marists proposed a different way forward.

The French Church, out of which the ‘Marist project’ grew, was damaged. Badly. The Revolution had decimated the 
numbers of its clergy and religious and had sapped the morale of much of its members, or at least their certitude.  
People had drifted. The Church no longer occupied the moral high ground. Its own internal decay, wealth, nepotism, 
stratification, politicisation, and scandals had undermined its position. As a seminarian Marcellin was part of a new 
generation that had been recruited for the rebuilding of the Church; they were men fired with a missionary zeal.  There 
were, however, some differences of opinion among them as to how this would best be effected.  

Some – those of a more rigorist and restorationist bent – dreamt of re-establishing the Church as it had been in the 
ancien regime, and they believed that people needed to be coerced, or even scared, back to their proper place and their 
religious duty.   The Marists, however, intuited that their way to help to renew the Church was to be, like Mary, a mother.  
They contended that it was a maternal approach that was needed. They went further: they saw themselves as actually 
sharing in Mary’s work. They called themselves by her name, Mari-ists.   Their approach was to forgive, to educate, to 
wait, to hope, to gather – to bring Christ-life to birth and to nurture its growth in Church.

Our Superior General, Brother Emili Turú, uses the theology of Hans Urs von Balthasar to remind us modern day Marists 
of the Marian principle of the Church to which we are called to give witness.  It is around Mary as first disciple and as 
mother that the Church has gathered since the eve of Pentecost.  

No-one more than a mother is unpersuaded by pretence and arrogance in her children – she who suckled and 
toilet-trained them! No-one more than a mother is saddened by division and fracture in a family.  No-one more than a 
mother never loses hope.  No-one more than a mother remembers it is love that will disarm resistance and win hearts.

The Church of Marcellin’s time seems to have some echoes in the one in which we find ourselves today. We may be 
disheartened by scandal, by separatism, by rigorism, by laxity, by anachronism, by disunity, by abuse of authority, by 
desertion and drift, by many things.  And what is our response to be?  Let us not join in with the loud and vexatious, nor 
with those so caught up in their sense of the “right way” (however they might define that) that they alienate the very 
people with whom they should be united.  Let us, rather, take the Marian way – the way that that can blend gentleness 
into tenacity, patience into principle, hope into pain, joy into challenge, and love into everything.

What a message we would give our young people if they saw in us each day the Marian face of the Church!

Nisi Dominus



Notices and News
AMSA BIENNIAL 
CONFERENCE 

ACTING PRINCIPAL AT 
SACRED HEART 

COLLEGE

Salisbury Downs SA.   Our thanks to the Catholic Education 
Office in Adelaide for its cooperation in allowing Steve to be 
seconded to Sacred Heart for the term.

It was announced last week that, 
during Dr Paul Hine’s, leave next term 
the Acting Principal of Sacred Heart 
College, Adelaide, will be Steven 
Genesin.  Steve – a former member of 
staff at Sacred Heart – is currently the 
Principal of St Thomas More College, 

Prayers Please.....
Last week Sam Puglisi (Principal of Mount Maria 
College, Petrie in Brisbane) received the tragic 
news of a recurrence of the cancer with which 
he has battled in the past.  Sam has taken 
immediate leave to begin treatment.  Let’s 
remember Sam in our prayers.  (Acting in his 
place at Mount Maria for the time being will 
be Michael Naylor, the Deputy at another MSA 
Member School in Brisbane, St Peter Claver 
College, Riverview.
Let us also remember the members of our Marist 
Family who have died in the last week, and the 
communities and families who mourn them:
Brother Brian Murray, Trinity Catholic College, 
Lismore NSW
Brother Alex Moss, Marcellin House Community, 
Randwick NSW
Mrs Ann Robinson, mother of Brother Anthony, 
the Provincial Secretary in the Province of 
Sydney.

MSA ESTABLISHMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETS 

IN SYDNEY
The Establishment Committee, the group appointed by the 
Provincials to oversee the phase-in of MSA during 2010-
2012, is today holding its second meeting for the year, in 
Sydney.  The major item of business will be a considera-
tion of options for the preferred governance structure and 
accountability relationships for MSA.  This discussion is 
being facilitated by Dr Maureen Cleary, the CEO of 
Governance and Management, a group that specialises in 
consultation for church and not-for-profit organisations.  
Maureen is no stranger to our Marist world, having served 
as Deputy Chair of the Board of Marist Youth Care, and as 
member of a three-person expert panel that the General 
Administration of the Marist Brothers in Rome engaged to 
advise on future management of Marist institutions.
Members of the Establishment Committee are: Brother 
Kelvin Canavan (Chair), Dr Richard Cotter, Dr Paul Hine, 
Mr Ross Tarlinton, Mr John Greaves and Brother Michael 
Green (Executive Officer).  The two Provincials will also be 
attending this particular meeting, as well as Brother David 
Hall, the Chair of the new Province Mission Council.

REGIONAL COUNCILS 
MEET IN SCHOOLS

In the last fortnight, two of the three MSA Regional 
Councils have held their term meetings in Member Schools.  
The Melbourne Regional Council has met at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart College, Alice Springs (and also made a visit to 
Ltyentye Apurte, Santa Teresa), while the Sydney Regional 
Council met at Marist College Kogarah.  Thanks to Brother 
Paul Gilchrist and Mr John Riordan, respectively, and the 
school communities, for the hospitality that was extended.

Registrations are coming in 
for the AMSA Conference 

in July.    Thanks to all those 
member schools which have 

already registered their 
participants.  An early 

response from those who 
haven’t would be 

appreciated.



Annette Magee (Science Coordinator) and Lyn Knowles 
(Assistant English Coordinator) and 18 other staff from 
Marist College Eastwood participated in the Spirituality & 
Leadership II program on Tuesday, 17 May.

LIVING CHAMPAGNAT’S 
VISION

Participants from Marist schools across the country met in 
Alice Springs for the Living Champagnat’s Vision: Solidarity 
Contemplative Retreat on Sunday 8th May.  The experience 
offered a unique opportunity to connect with the Arrernte 
people and experience the place of the desert in their own 
personal journey of prayer and discernment.  Participants also 
deepened their own understanding of living Marist mission 
today through sharing the experiences of the Brothers 
(Brothers Rod Thompson, etc), Lay Marists and young people 
of the community of Santa Teresa.  The program was led by 
Janet Luderman, Br Peter Walsh and Peter Chalkley.

Phil McIntosh (Science Coordinator) and Alexis Dailey (Avila 
House Coordinator) gathered with other middle managers 
from Mt Carmel High School, Varroville, for the Spirituality & 
Leadership II program on Thursday 12th May.

A group of 10 teachers from Marist schools in 
Brisbane gathered at the Lavalla Centre 
Rosalie for the Succession Planning I - Growing 
Marist Leaders program on 9-10 May.  
Participants were identified by their Principals as 
those who have the potential to move into leadership 
positions in the future.  Participants were given 
opportunities to reflect on 4 key areas essential to 
developing leadership in a Marist context: culture, 
pedagogy, spirituality and solidarity.  There 
was also the opportunity to access significant 
documents such as Water From the Rock and the 
Teacher’s Guide. One participant wrote of the 
experience of the program:

“I feel like I have been rejuvenated as a person and 
as a teacher.  I feel like I have reconnected with 
my calling and pushed away the red tape that was 
weighing me down and blocking my realisation of 
why I am a teacher in a Marist school.”

GROWING MARIST 
LEADERS PROGRAM

MARCELLIN AND HIS 
MARVELLOUS 
COMPANIONS

Last week Brother Michael Green led the annual course on 
Marist heritage: Marcellin and His Marvellous Companions.  
This year the course was held in Melbourne.  Pictured are: 
This is the fourth time this course has been run, with almost 
100 people now doing it. In 2012 it is anticipated that a “Part 
2” of the course will be offerd. Offered.
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Next Issue:  7 June 2011

On the 13th May the business managers from the Sydney 
and Brisbane Regions travelled to Red Bend College Forbes 
for a very successful meeting hosted by Carolyn Duncan. 

This was the first time that the meeting was held in Forbes 
where we were very warmly welcomed by Mark O’Connor 
(Acting Principal).

The agenda covered many topics apart from the financial 
component of the meeting where College reporting to the 
Province, year end accounts, audits and financial governance 
are discussed. Many other broad subjects are raised such as 
OH&S Legislation, ACARA (my school website), Catholic Net-
work Australia (CNA), and computerised accounting systems 
for example Synergetic.  This gives the business managers 
the opportunity to discuss these issues that are facing the 
education sector, exchange ideas and developments within 
MSA.

Quite a number of schools held MAPS Appeal during Lent.  Marist College Kogarah is doing its appeal as the major focus 
of its Walkathon this year which will be held in conjunction with Champagnat Day.  Christian Nobleza from the MAPS

 Office in Brisbane visited the College to launch the MAPS appeal. He is pictured with several students from MCK.

Business Managers’  Meeting – Sydney 
& Brisbane Regions

(L to R) Bernard Kenna (Sydney Province Business Manager), 
Ray Rogers (Marist College Ashgrove), Christine Worth (Marist 
College Canberra), Carolyn Duncan (Red Bend College), John 
Sammut (St Gregory’s College Campbelltown), Warren Cox 
(Trinity College Lismore), Br John Maguire (Bursar, Sydney 
Province) & Max Rawnsley (St Joseph’s College Hunters Hill).

All member schools should have received resources for Champagnat Day.  
They are also available on the MSA website, 

as are details of the student competition.


