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Dear Colleagues,

Over the past three weeks I had the privilege of sharing in the experience of the Marist 
pilgrimage. As forecast by many friends and family, it was a life changing experience.  Difficult 
to describe in words, possibly the best way to share meaning with others, is to describe some 
prominent impressions of the journey, which took us through the Holy Land, to Rome and 
then to southern France, where Saint Marcellin began his ministry as a Priest and founded the 
Marist Brothers. 

First among those impressions was that the whole experience emphasised the well known 
words of Saint Mary MacKillop;

We are but travellers here.

The guides and leaders of the pilgrimage, when introducing many of the sites visited in the 
Holy Land, prefaced their informative remarks with the statement “Tradition and our Faith 
would have us believe……” Whilst historical accuracy initially preoccupied some in the group, 
the fact we were praying and reflecting in places where for centuries before us pilgrims had 
done likewise, underscored the shortness of our physical lives in the plan of God, and the 
strength of faith evident in the lives of so many people throughout our Judeo-Christian story. 

Second was the universal and enduring appreciation for the importance of Christian education 
for young people. Every pilgrim from Australia was a Marist teacher or involved in Marist work 
to directly support young people’s education and training. During our visit to the Bethlehem 
University, situated on the West Bank, and run by the De La Salle Brothers, we met a group of 
Palestinian students. The difficulties these young people overcome daily, with the support of 
their families in order to attend university, emphasised the fundamental right every person has 
to an education. The constant presence of armed soldiers, the long hours spent daily waiting 
in queues through checkpoints, the anxiety of possible detention, limitations on movement, 
and the dearth of employment opportunities, all create a backdrop where hope could easily 
disappear. However in the midst of all this, the Bethlehem University is a shining beacon of 
hope for the right of every young person to receive an education.  This same right to an 
education is what drove Saint Marcellin in his own harsh, and unsettled times, with such will 
and heroic resilience. 

Third was the importance of prayer in our lives as people of faith. Each day we were blessed to 
celebrate Mass together in a place of significance in our Christian story. In Rome, among some 
thousands gathered in Saint Peter’s square, we listened to the simple, faith filled, practical and 
challenging words of Pope Francis . In fostering the gift of faith in this secular world, and give 
hope to young people, the Holy Father urged parents and grandparents in particular to take 
responsibility for teaching children in their families of God’s love for them and importantly to 
pray.  Repeatedly Pope Francis made the sign of the cross, slowly saying with meaning and 
emotion, the familiar words, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
To ponder, understand, and believe these words when we speak to God was the gift Francis 
sought be given to our children. 

May God continue to strengthen our collective resolve to ensure our Marist schools are first 
and foremost places where our young people encounter their loving God through the rich 
experiences of the education we provide for their own journeys through life. 

Yours sincerely

Dr Frank Malloy
NATIONAL DIRECTOR



NOTICES AND NEWS 

CO M I N G  U P. . .
10 May
11 May
11 May
11-13 May
14 May
16 May
17 May

MYM Marist Connect - Central VIC
Marist Leaders Next Gen1 - Melbourne
Remar Red Caravel Day - QLD
Year 12 Vocations Forum - Brisbane
In the Marist Way - Sydney East
Remar Red Caravel Day - QLD
MYM Marist Connect - Melbourne

18-20 May
20-23 May
24 May
25-27 May
29 May
30 May
31 May

Remar Blue Retreat - QLD
Footsteps1 - Mittagong
MYM Marist Connect - Gippsland
Savouring the Silence - Mittagong
Marian Lecture - Sydney
Remar Red Caravel Day - NT
Marian Lecture - Melbourne

Being Marist Conference 2018

The conference title for 2018, A Future filled with 
Audacity and Hope, connects with our Association 
theme, offering a program that allows participants to 
engage with Marist spirituality and their own personal 
faith journey. 

Date: 22 - 24 August 2018
Venue:  Marist Centre Melbourne, 

1 Dawson St, Brunswick.
Cost:  $270 (plus own transport and accommodation 

arrangements)

Registration online through the schools 
Booking Officer at 

www.msa.edu.au/registration-for-programmes

For further information, contact 
paul.harris@marists.org.au or phone (02) 9218 4000.

This national biannual conference 
invites staff from diverse areas of 
support in both our schools and 
ministries, to gather, share and 
deepen their experience of being 
Marist. Registrations are now open for the upcoming National Marist 

Business Managers Conference 2018.

Please click on the link here and this will take you to the Registration 
website. Registrations will also be available through the MSA 
Website. Please note, although the link states that Registrations 
close in June, there are only a limited number of rooms, so it will 
be first in best dressed!

We look forward to seeing you at the Hermitage in Mittagong on 
1st July!

Bernard Kenna
Director of Business Services

Mr Richard Sidorko, Principal of 
The John Berne School, receiving 
a generous donation from Maurice 
Farhart, Foundation board 
member from ASX and Daryl 
Sisson, Foundation Chairman from 
Thomson Reuters at the 2018 
ASX Thomson Reuters Charity 
Foundation Sponsors Lunch on 23 
March.

LAVALLA & 
CHAMPAGNAT 

JOURNAL

Please use Lavalla to share some 
news from your school with the rest 
of Marist Schools Australia, and/or 
consider submitting an article for the 
Champagnat Journal.

The cut-off date for contributions to the 
next edition of Lavalla and  Champagnat 
Journal for 2018 is Friday, 15 June. 
All submissions should be sent to Br 
Tony Paterson 
(tony.paterson@marists.org.au).

Marist College Canberra’s ENGAGE Sports 
program appeared in a recent edition of 
Australian Catholics.

Two Year 9 students, Paul Carton and Sam 
Jeacle, have turned their vision of a sports 
inclusion program for disabled students into 
reality.

The entire article, Students engage with sport 
program for disabled can be found HERE.The 2018 Champagnat Week 

Resource Booklet can be 
found HERE.

http://msa.edu.au/registration-for-programmes/
http://www.cvent.com/events/national-marist-business-managers-conference-2018/event-summary-365025a9c0454eecb1931b6baf4e9f7f.aspx
https://australiancatholics.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=54735&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Catholic%20Teacher%20e-newsletter%20Olivia%20keeps%20on%20swimming&utm_content=Catholic%20Teacher%20e-newsletter%20Olivia%20keeps%20on%20swimming+CID_e84978d4c4b07fdd0389f4653408dbf0&utm_source=Jescom%20Newsletters&utm_term=VIEW%20ARTICLE#.Wu-zOoiFOUn
http://msa.edu.au/2018-champagnat-week-resources/


FOOTSTEPS 1,  18-21 March 2018
Towards the end of March, 34 Marists gathered from around the country to participate in the Footsteps I program at The 
Hermitage, Mittagong. Over three days each of the participants had time to explore our Marist identity, spirituality and 
pedagogy, whilst creating spaces that allowed them to deepen their own personal call to faith and witness. The energy, 
dynamism, and spirit generated from the group allowed all to reflect on the importance of being beacons of hope to all those 
whom we encounter.

Marist Mission and life formation

March 7 saw a group of almost 30 Mothers from St Joseph’s 
College, Hunters Hill (some of new Year 7 boys, others of cohorts 
across the years 8-12), participating in what over recent years has 
become an annual Retreat. Taking place over a couple of days, the 
group came together in the beauty and tranquillity of the Marist 
Brothers Retreat House, at The Hermitage, Mittagong.

Brother Robert began the journey for us and sparked our interest 
and engagement, with the sad but evocative story of Paula D’Arcy 
and her lovely book The Gift of the Red Bird: the story of a Divine 
Encounter. Time was then spent on sharing stories, deepening 
our understanding of scripture and coming to know Jesus and 
Mary better. Views expressed and questions asked often sparked 
vigorous and respectful sharing with sometimes a variety of 
perspectives, and experiences.

As in past years the same passion for all that The College stands 
for in its care for our boys and in the deepening of their faith 
journeys, despite the often challenging position our boys might 
take as they grow into their faith.

Time was spent in coming to know the real human Jesus better as his story unfolds in the scriptures, and in listening to His 
insights and invitations to mission for each one of us….in His human story and in His parables and miracles.

MOTHERS RETREAT 2018



News from MYM Adelaide

Media: Tony Skinner, AMS Communications Coordinator
W: www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au 
E: Tony.Skinner@marists.org.au

MYM Adelaide recently held its first Connect night for the 
year with senior students from Cardijn College and Sacred 
Heart College. We took the 2018 Marist theme of Hope and a 
Future and explored what Christian hope looks like and the 
key role models who witness hope from our Christian/Marist 
tradition. We also identified heroes of hope in contemporary 
society. Finally, we gave thanks in prayer for the hope that 
exists in our daily lives, our families and school communities.  

A big thanks to the students who participated and the terrific 
support staff who came along from each school. Also to our 
new Young Marist Volunteers Liv Carver, Aisling McCorry-
Jenkinson, Ellen Wauchope and Cassie Wilmot who helped 
to facilitate the evening. The Marist spirit is alive in Adelaide!

Maddy Forde
Regional Assistant, MYM Southern

Next Issue:  22 May 2018

Each year we are delighted to welcome graduates from our 
Marist Schools who are keen to stay connected with MYM 
as YMV’s or Young Marist Volunteers. YMV’s participate in 
a training workshop which introduces them to the vision 
of Marist Youth Ministry, our mission and aims, as well 
as completing a mandatory Child Safety Workshop and 
understanding our MYM Child Protection Policy. All volunteers 
undergo a police check and hold a current Working with 
Children Card for their particular state. 

We thank our newest YMV’s for their generosity in assisting 
with MYM and Remar events, camps and retreats during 
2018. It’s terrific to see these young people continue to step 
up and serve in the Marist way!

Brother Greg McDonald
MYM National Coordinator

New Intake of MYM Volunteers

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/


  

UNIVERSITY ACCREDITED 
LEADERSHIP COURSES
In your work as an educator, are you interested 
in learning how experienced Marist leaders 
understand and practice educational leadership?

And since we call ourselves Marist, how do you 
understand what we call the Marian dimension of 
educational leadership?

Marist Tertiary Education is offering two University 
accredited courses this year which will address 
these questions and more, whilst providing 
opportunities for practitioners of 2018 to share 
their learnings and experience.

Study literature on leadership and Marian studies 
as you tackle challenging essay topics which help 
you discover your own understanding of what it 
means to be a Marist leader in today’s educational 
and social environment.

If you are undertaking a Masters degree at ACU, 
NDA or BBI, then gain one or more credits for your 
degree through enrolling in one or both of these 
accredited Units at http://msa.edu.au/registration-
for-programmes

2018 
COURSES

MLT402 LEADERSHIP 
FROM A MARIAN 

PERSPECTIVE (LMP)
 

May 26 & 27

Marist Centre, 
Melbourne

MLT401 MARIST 
EDUCATIONAL  

LEADERSHIP (MEL)

August 4 & 5 and 
August 25 & 26

Marist College, 
Canberra

Further Information:
John McMahon: john.mcmahon@marists.org.au

www.mte.org.au



Feast of Saint Marcellin Champagnat 2018 Cards
 
Each year, the Mission and Life Formation team produces special resources for students and staff 
for the celebration of Saint Marcellin Champagnat’s Feast Day. This year, these cards complement 
our annual theme of believing in a hope and a future for all people, teaming with the verse from 
Jeremiah 29:11 ‘For I know the plans I have for you...’
 
Price: $0.30 cents per card (includes postage and handling)

Order online at: Feast Of Saint Marcellin Champagnat 2018 Cards
Orders to be received by no later than midday on Monday 14 May 2018.
 
Please find an example of the card below. These are back-to-back and perforated.

Please direct all questions to: 
Nicole Keehan, Marist Mission & Life Formation, Sydney
Email: nicole.keehan@marists.org.au
Telephone: 02 9218 4000

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5MsWYFmdnCgSmcCUuMpQpRdi1pr3W-F1mLENgdOD-LPvwAQ/viewform
mailto:nicole.keehan%40marists.org.au?subject=Feast%20of%20Saint%20Marcellin%20Champagnat%202018%20Card%20Order


THE 2018 MARIAN LECTURE

A NEW GENERATION
OF CHURCH

JOIN US IN AN ENCOUNTER WITH CONTEMPORARY 
EDUCATORS AND THINKERS AS THEY REFLECT 
ON NEW PATHS OF JUSTICE AND TENDERNESS.

31
MAY

MELBOURNE  THURS 31 MAY

SYDNEY  TUES 29 MAY

IN THE WAY OF MARY

 -  BISHOP VINCENT LONG - 
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

- PROFESSOR GREG CRAVEN -
VICE-CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

- ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR BERNADETTE TOBIN -
DIRECTOR OF THE PLUNKETT CENTRE FOR ETHICS

 THAT THE WAY MAY BE OPENED 
TO THE BIRTH OF A NEW WORLD
(Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, #288)

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
RYAN AUDITORIUM, NORTH SYDNEY

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
CHRIST LECTURE THEATRE

6.00PM - 7.30PM

REGISTER AT WWW.MARISTASSOCIATION.ORG.AU
AN INITIATIVE OF THE MARIST ASSOCIATION OF ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

REGISTER HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetoIwOeFWSuNMd-1zSxL9YEQfNluz--EBeuUyDf9WYTQ1cFQ/viewform?c=0&w=1


THE ANNUAL BERNE LUNCHEON 2018

THE ANNUAL BERNE LUNCHEON 2018

Friday 22 June, 12 Noon – 3.30pm
Doltone House, Hyde Park venue Level 3, 181 Elizabeth Street, Sydney

Guest Speaker: Senator the Hon. Kristina Keneally, Ambassador for Berne

Dress: Lounge Suit

The John Berne School cordially invites you to 

Tickets 

Corporate Sponsor*: $2,500
Individual Sponsor: $500
Individual: $175
Table of 10: $1,750
*Includes Corporate Package

RSVP by Wednesday 13 June

Enquiries 

Ange Flannery | Development Officer
02 9560 9260 | events@johnberneschool.org
www.johnberneschool.org

Book Online  
www.trybooking.com/368974

If you cannot attend but wish to donate please visit www.thejohnberneschool.org/get-involved/donate-now

  facebook.com/TheJohnBerneSchool.org  

  instagram.com/TheJohnBerneSchool.org




