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From Brother Michael Green
Dear Members of the Marist Family

As kids, we didn’t learn much about Marcellin. The Brothers didn’t speak a lot about him.

Sure, in each classroom we had his portrait (the pious one done for the 1955 Beatification) but its principal point of 
interest for us was the length of Champagnat’s hair, which was much longer than we were allowed.  We mounted a 
feeble adolescent argument that if it had been okay for the Founder, then why not for us?  It didn’t work. So, we knew 
who he was and that he had started the Marist Brothers but, beyond his coiffure preferences, not much else.  And we 
certainly didn’t draw much direct inspiration from him.

Perhaps that was because the Brothers themselves did not know much about him, or what they did know didn’t really 
excite them. Certainly, many older confreres, whose training took place before the fruits of all the Marist scholarship 
of the last fifty years had made it into Australian houses of formation, have told me that they did not warm to the 
character described in the authorised biography by Brother Jean-Baptiste Furet.  That’s understandable; it was a work 
of nineteenth century hagiography, written by someone of a rather ascetical bent who, like many of his generation, was 
also genuinely fearful of growing secularism and modernism.  Unfortunately, his book was the only resource that was 
generally available for a century or more.

Today’s Marists – who are the beneficiaries of such a large amount of later critical research and the all the recently 
written Marist documents – would probably find the earlier generation’s relative silence on Marcellin a little puzzling.  
In 2011, we have come to know someone who is enormously compelling and inspiring, someone to whom we readily 
warm.  Today we use words terms as ‘charism’ and ‘Marist spirituality’ to define who we are and how we live, work and 
associate with one another.   There are great blessings for us in that, rich and efficacious graces, as long as we keep a 
broader perspective.

One of the lurking dangers of all our Champagnat focus these days is that it becomes cultish.  The Founder himself – 
perhaps sensitive to this very possibility – refused during his lifetime to sit for any portrait.  He knew that it wasn’t about 
him.  All the Marist co-founders knew this.  What they were about was the gospel of Jesus Christ and the renewal of the 
Church.  Simply that.  That was what the whole Marist project was conceived to serve.  It would be a sad thing, indeed it 
would be a measure of failure for us as Marists, if our students knew the story of Marcellin better than that of Jesus, or 
that the primary identity of our school community was as Marists rather than as members of the Christian community, 
the Church.

The two are not opposed in any way, or shouldn’t be. The whole point of any charismic tradition is that it leads people 
to Jesus and builds up the Church, indeed it inspires this.  Someone who is a Marist is someone who knows and loves 
Jesus, deeply, and someone who is active in the practice of this faith in a Sacramental and justice-oriented ecclesial 
community.

So, let’s celebrate this week!  And, as Marists, let us do it both socially and liturgically with our customary gusto, with 
fun and richness.  But let us give some thought to what exactly it is that we are celebrating, and why.   Let us always 
appreciate and love our wonderful Marist story, and our marvellous Marist companions, within the bigger story of Jesus 
and the bigger community of the People of God.

Nisi Dominus



Notices and News
AMSA CONFERENCE

SUCCESSION 
PLANNING

“BENCH STRENGTH”
Keeping up our ‘Bench strength’ of staff in schools 
to be able to take up leadership roles is intentional 
of Succession Planning Workshop Seminars. This 
‘bench’ requires fit personnel with the capacity 
to exercise future leadership having a faith that 
is integral to a leadership that upholds the Marist 
Charism. The Succession Planning Seminars held 
in Brisbane and Sydney this year empowered 
prospective leaders earmarked by their Principals 
to strengthen the bench! Presentations from key 
leaders in the country, role playing leadership 
scenarios, studies of leadership theories 
operational within Marist schools enabled 
participants to take ownership of the calls to 
exercise Marist Spiritual leadership.
On the 25th July Melbourne hosts the Succession 
Planning 1 Seminar. Principals are encouraged 
to ‘strengthen the bench’ in nominating staff for 
this. Seminar Convenor: Mr Paul Herrick Regional 
Director, Montagne Centre Brunswick.

CHAPAGNAT WEEK
Prayerful best wishes to all 
Marist School Communities 

over this week as 
we celebrate the 

Feast of  
St Marcellin Champagnat

Registrations are coming 
in for the 

AMSA Conference in July.    
Thanks to all those member 
schools which have already 
registered their participants.  
An early response from those 

who haven’t would be 
appreciated.

Mass and celebrations for the Feast of St Marcellin were 
held at Fitzroy and Templestowe last night.

Photographed prior to the Mass at the Academy of Mary 
Immaculate are from left: Gail Coates (Director of Mission at 

Marcellin College), Father John Carnie CSSR, and Gabrielle 
McMullen (former Professor of Education at the Australian 

Catholic University)

Also photographed with Father Carnie are Michael Noonan 
(Teacher at Marcellin College, Bulleen) and on the right 

Mark Murphy (Principal of Marcellin College)

MELBOURNE 
CELEBRATIONS



SHARING OUR CALL II
The Mission and Life Formation team have had the great 
privilege once again to be involved in the Sharing Our Call II 
program held at The Hermitage, Mittagong from 22 - 25 May.  
Sharing Our Call II has been held only once in the year to 
date so participants have often had to wait some time before 
snaring a spot on the program.  Participants travelled from 
our schools in Cairns, the Sunshine Coast, Brisbane, Canberra, 
Lismore, the Macarthur and Sydney regions.  All come with 
a desire to renew and refresh themselves in body, mind and 
spirit and many articulate a longing to revisit what’s at the core 
of being Marist in their personal vocational journey as well as 
in their ministry context.
Participants appreciated the time for prayer and reflection as 
well as the input on Marcellin, Mary and the young.  Some 
feedback from participants:

“A reflective experience for myself that has given me the 
time and space to refocus my centred beliefs and values.  
A great opportunity to listen to other’s stories and be in 
community.”

“I feel I have finished with a wealth of knowledge and 
information and resources.  I am looking forward to 
taking this back to my school.”

“It has really been a time to rejuvenate and reinvigorate 
myself.  Time to talk and think about how to live it and 
spread the passion at school.”

“It was fantastic. A real renewal of my calling.  So 
reassuring that we are all moving in the same direction.” 

“A deepening of my relationship with Marcellin and Mary.
I attended SOC I in 1999 and have looked forward to 
SOC II.  The experiences of the past few days have been 
refreshing and relevant to me in my life and in my work.”  

“We ‘stand on the shoulders of giants who have gone 
before us’, and so we have a real responsibility to do 
the best we can to do our bit in carrying on the most 
important work of educating young women and men.”

(Back row L to R) Andy O’Connell, Noosaville; Jim Holmes, Lismore; Matthew 
Mackle, Beenleigh; Scott Murphy, Ashgrove; Dominic Ritchie, Kogarah; Peter 
Fuller, Sunshine Beach; Luke Morwitch, Canberra; Claire Pate, Lewisham; Brian 
Coates, Canberra; Leonie Owens, Lismore; Catherine Surany, Pagewood; Br 
Michael Flanagan, MLF Team; Anthony Harkness, Brisbane Cath Ed; Grant 
Dooner, Pagewood; Leigh Richard, North Sydney; Paul Forrester, Auburn, Carole 
Wark, MLF Team, Chris Maoudis, North Sydney; Chris Chapman, Cairns.
(Centre)  Lionel Williamson, Cairns; Nancy Rodgers, Beenleigh; Wendy Clifford, 
Noosaville; Jorge Ruiz, Ashgrove.
(Front Row L to R)  Angelo Scali, Kogarah; Chris Langridge, Lewisham; 
Maryanne Pickard, Campbelltown; Max Redmayne, Eastwood; Michael 
Corcoran, Sunshine Beach; Ian Anderson, Campbelltown; Br Tony Leon, MLF 
Team, Br Michael Callinan, MLF Team, Gavan Martyn, Rosemeadow; Tony 
Clarke, National Director, MLF Team.

CHAMPAGNAT WEEK 
CELEBRATIONS START!

Most Member Schools are taking the opportunity of the Feast 
of St Marcellin this week to celebrate and deepen their Marist 
heritage. Among them have been Marist College Eastwood and 
The John Therre School, Lewisham

Marist College Eastwood began their Champagnat Week 
celebrations on Tuesday 31 May with an assembly and mass.  
Br Darren Burge was the guest for the assembly, sharing 
stories about the challenges some young people face when 
he meets them at the John Berne School, Lewisham.  The 
assembly was followed by an inspiring mass where six students 
from each Year group were presented with a Champagnat Award in 
recognition of the qualities of the Founder present in them.
The John Berne School also began their Champagnat 
celebrations a little early with a mass and presentation on 
Friday 3 June 2011.  The mass picked up the theme of Around 
the Same Table with a special emphasis on building positive 
and welcoming relationships.  The winner of the Champagnat 
Award was Anthony Esposito who was commended for his 
family spirit and perseverance.  A number of staff were also 
the proud recipients of awards for 10 years of service to Marist 
Education.

Br Darren Burge presenting Chris Langridge with her 
certificate to acknowledge 10 years of service to 

Marist Education.
Many staff are being similarly honoured at Masses and other 

ceremonies this week.



170 young people talking 
about and experiencing the 
love of God…where?  
Remar Blue Retreat.  Year 11 
students from seven schools 
in Victoria and South Australia 
gathered in May.  Below are two 
reflections written by students 
at the end of the Retreat.
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The phrase ‘shared Marist life’ has entered our 
vernacular in recent times. It names the many ways in which 
Marists (Brothers and Lay) are forming new and creative 
expressions of community, and bringing to life the Marist 
spirituality. In Adelaide, a group exists that stems out of 
the broad community of Sacred Heart College (senior and 
middle schools), including staff, parents, past students 
and the Brothers Somerton Park. Their way of bringing 
energy to shared Marist life has been to hold a series 
of events that celebrate people and projects that are 
helping to bring vitality and viability to the Marist charism. 
One such event was recently held when a crowd of over 
forty Marists came together at Sacred Heart College to 
hear Cassie Schumacher share her story of spending six 
months in El Salvador as part of a gap year in 2010. Brother 
Allen Sherry (Co-director of MAPS) gave a presentation 
that provided a social, cultural, political and ecclesiastical 
context to El Salvador, before interviewing Cassie about 
her experience. 

The Journey of one 
Young Marist

“The retreat really showed me how much God cares 
for us and loves us through giving up his life for us. The 
sharings really helped me in my journey – to see God at 
a personal level. I feel inspired to be honest with people 
about my faith in the hope that it will inspire and ignite 
faith in them. I am empowered to share my love and 
happiness and God’s love and happiness with the world to 
make it a better place.” 

Will, Marist-Sion College Warragul

“Blue Retreat has been one of the best weekends of my 
life. It has let me learn about myself, relationships and 
our relationship with God!  The faith session was moving 
and inspirational and I’ve loved every minute of it. I have 
witnessed God’s love through the amazing people I’ve met 
and this has inspired me to follow my heart and let people 
know the true me. 
On this retreat I’ve learnt about how I can incorporate 
my faith into my everyday life and how I can see God’s 
presence in the actions of others. I’ve been inspired by the 
Remar Ministry Team and their faith and trust in God and 
his guidance.”

Hollie, Sacred Heart College Adelaide 

Joe McCarthy
Co-Leader and Formator of Lay Marists

Cassie engaged all those present with her honest and 
heartfelt retelling of the work she had been involved in, 
the people she had met along the way and the enormous 
impact the experience had on her at the time and 
continues to do so today. Cassie is keen, amongst her 
current study commitments, to begin a Marist Young 
Adult Ministry network in Adelaide. She is one of 
five young adults who will represent the Melbourne 
Province at World Youth Day celebrations and the parallel 
Marist world youth gatherings in August this year. We look 
forward to what comes from Cassie’s courage and 
passion, and wish her all the best with the adventures and 
challenges she has in front of her.

Cassie Schumacher photographed here with her parents 
on the night of the shared Marist life event


