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Dear Colleagues,

As all Marist schools across the country have commenced Semester II, it is worth recalling once again our Marist 
theme for 2018 in this Year of Youth in the Australian Church. 

“For I know the plans I have for you ...to give you hope and a future”
 - Jeremiah 29:11 

Hope, optimism, a new dawn, a fresh start – all positive attitudes to life, strongly rooted in our Christian tradition 
and expressions of trust in God. Such sentiments are most applicable for our students as they commence their 
second semester of academic work. Hope, optimism, and trust in God are at the core of Marist spirituality. 

In the past week I have had the privilege of being involved in an important  meeting at the Marist Brothers General 
House in Rome, during which critical directions for the future of Marists and their works worldwide were discussed, 
debated, reflected upon and most importantly prayed about.  Recommendations from those gathered will be 
considered among the many others from Provinces and Districts across the globe in the coming months. 

Whilst the meeting was important, a highlight was to meet for the first time Brother Sean Sammon from America, 
who was for 8 years the Superior General of the Brothers worldwide. We had a number of meals together during 
the week and after listening to his many humorous and uplifting stories, I was drawn again to a book written and 
published in 2001 on Marist Spirituality, Water from the Rock. In the forward to this seminal text, Sean wrote,

Marcellin Champagnat’s first recruits loved him for the elder brother and father that he was. That fact is not 
surprising since the young priest and his charges shared a great deal in common. 

First of all, like the founder himself, ..(all).. were unpretentious country lads who lived by the work of their hands. 
Second, for the most part they were initially unlettered. The founder himself had had his share of academic 
difficulties, and struggled in the seminary due to his lack of preparation. 

But the loyalty and dedication of the young men that Marcellin gathered round himself had roots that ran far 
deeper than similarities in background or experience. For the founder was a man who had fallen in love with God, 
and with his help his young recruits eventually did the same. Yes, under his tutelage they grew ever more aware of 
God’s presence and began to rely on Providence. 

As we consider all before us during these next six months of teaching and learning, and the goals we have set 
ourselves and our students, let us dare to trust, that under our tutelage each student will grow ever more aware of 
God’s presence and begin to truly rely on Providence.

“For I know the plans I have for you ...to give you hope and a future”

Yours sincerely

Dr Frank Malloy
NATIONAL DIRECTOR



NOTICES AND NEWS 

CO M I N G  U P. . .
31 Jul
2-4 Aug
3-5 Aug
4-5 Aug
5-8 Aug
15-18 Aug
17 Aug

MSA Governed Schools Principals Meeting
Care for the Soul Retreat, Mittagong
Remar Gold Retreat - VIC
Marist Educational Leadership Program
Footsteps1 - Mittagong
Contemplative Retreat - Mittagong
MYM Super Connect - Melbourne

22-24 Aug
23-25 Aug
24-26 Aug
26-29 Aug
30-31 Aug
9-12 Sept
28-31 Oct

Being Marist Conference, Melbourne
Care for the Soul Retrea, Mittagong
Remar Gold Retreat - NSW
Footsteps1 - Mittagong
Marist Assistant Principals Conference
Footsteps2 - Mittagong
Footsteps1 - Mittagong

Being Marist Conference 2018

The conference title for 2018, A Future filled with Audacity 
and Hope, connects with our Association theme, offering 
a program that allows participants to engage with Marist 
spirituality and their own personal faith journey. 

Date: 22 - 24 August 2018
Venue:  Marist Centre Melbourne, 
 1 Dawson St, Brunswick.
Cost:  $270 (plus own transport and accommodation 
 arrangements)

Registration online through the schools 
Booking Officer at 

www.msa.edu.au/registration-for-programmes

For further information, contact 
paul.harris@marists.org.au or phone (02) 9218 4000.

This national biannual conference invites 
staff from diverse areas of support in 
both our schools and ministries, to gather, 
share and deepen their experience of 
being Marist. 

MARIST ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE

Date:  30 - 31 August 2018
Venue:  Marist Centre Brisbane

Registrations are now open for the upcoming 
National Marist Assistant Principals Conference

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Lisa Hendey, renowned author, editor and founder 
of popular Catholic spirituality website for families, 
Catholicmom.com, has been invited to speak to Marist 
parents and friends. Her topic, The Sacred Balancing 
Act: Busy Lives and Family Spirituality, gets to the heart 
of forming faith in our families by offering practical and 
realistic tools to navigate these daily challenges. Tickets 
are free but registration is required HERE. Further details 
at  www.maristassociation.org.au.
 
Date:    Thursday August 15
Time:    11.00am – 12:30pm
Venue:  St Patrick’s Crypt, 20 Grosvenor St, The Rocks

Mass for the Feast of the Assumption will be celebrated 
at 1.00pm.

The Sacred Balancing Act:
Busy Lives and Family Spirituality

Br Michael Herry’s new CD of old chants 
and hymns

 - Oil for the Lamp of Prayer

Audio CD copies of this 
collection of old chants and 
hymns and printed lyrics are 
being posted to communities.

The 37 Chants and Hymns are 
available (in .m4a format) on 
Michael’s Marist Music website. 
To download individual files, 
left click on the title to select 
it – the song may begin to play. 

Then right click on the title, choose “Save link as...” and
choose a folder to save the file into.

Marist Contemplative Retreat |  15 – 18 August 2018
Our Contemplative Retreat is offered as an opportunity to withdraw from our daily lives of 
family and work, and to focus upon deepening our interior lives through contemplation, 
meditation and prayer.  The retreat happens in the beautiful and tranquil surrounds of 
the Hermitage in Mittagong. It begins by gathering on Wednesday night and concludes 
early on Saturday morning.

By embracing the Christian Contemplative Tradition, the retreat provides a space where 
we can meet, share and pray together in spoken and silent prayer. You will enjoy input by 
Spiritual Directors as well as personal time to read, pray, reflect and be still.

It is open to all interested in Contemplative Prayer and will introduce everyone to a variety 
of practices. No prior knowledge or experience of Contemplative Prayer is required.REGISTER HERE

http://msa.edu.au/registration-for-programmes/
http://www.cvent.com/events/national-marist-assistant-principals-conference-2018/event-summary-66e93723679d4f60bdda4afa959431be.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-sacred-balancing-act-busy-lives-and-family-spirituality-tickets-45795481518
http://www.maristassociation.org.au/
http://www.maristmusic.org.au/oil-for-the-lamp-of-prayer/
https://maristschools.ismartsoftware.net/iRegister/Courses/ViewCourse?courseId=105


Mission and life formation

The Merton Retreat was held from Wednesday 11 until 
Friday 13 July in Mittagong. This was a wonderful 
opportunity to gather as Marists in a contemplative 
space to learn from the richness of Thomas Merton’s 
life through the teachings of Dr Christopher Pramuk. 

Two participants who attended the Retreat wrote their 
personal reflections. 

“It was great to step out of the normal routine and 
gain a better appreciation of Merton. It brought what I 
previously thought was a somewhat austere spirituality 
to life. I really resonated with the emphasis on mercy 
and God’s unconditional love.” Michael Evison

“The Merton Retreat was a wonderful opportunity to 
gather as Marists in a contemplative space, to pause, 
pray and learn together. Christopher Pramuk presented 
Thomas Merton as a vibrant Christian presence in the 
Twentieth Century who spoke directly to us in our world 
today. We were challenged and encouraged to see the 
Divine Presence alive in people, culture and experience.” 
John Lee

merton retreat

solomon islands 
contemplative retreat

PILGRIMaGE 2018

FOOTSTEPS 1, 20-23 May 2018
Fresh Autumn Mittagong winds did not cool the enthusiasm or connectivity of the participants on the Footsteps 1 program held 20-23 May. Staff 
from 17 Marist Schools and Ministries gathered to share experience and to explore aspects of their Marist life. Eucharist was celebrated and time 
was given to reflect upon our spiritual journey and the gifts that we bring, as educators and carers, to the young people in our care.

Away from the traffic of downtown Honiara and nestled in a tropical 
paradise is the Community of the Sisters of the Church at Tetete ni Kolivuti. 
Here palms and banana trees border the roads and the mountains are lush 
with green. It was here that local Marists Brothers and Lay as well as Marists 
from Vanga gathered to participate in a Contemplative Retreat from 25-29 
June.

This Retreat was for first timers, as well as for those wishing to rekindle 
their contemplative prayer experience. There was daily Eucharist, input, 
sharing and quiet personal time to practice prayer and reflect on one’s 
experience. The silence and contemplative space of the retreat centre 
and the peace of the beautiful, misted mountains provided a wonderful 
landscape within which to deepen our relationship with God by engaging in 
Lectio and Visio Divina, Centering Prayer, Meditations and Relaxation.

There is much to learn when in the Solomons…not everyone follows the 
road rules, at petrol stations people fill up your car for you and the weather 
can play havoc with your hair. But above all? There is a peace and spirit in 
the hearts of our Marist Melanesian friends that is a true gift and a blessing.



 
 

MYM Report from 
Melbourne and Adelaide

Media: Tony Skinner, AMS Communications Coordinator
W: www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au 
E: Tony.Skinner@marists.org.au

Marist Connect in Gippsland Region
Marist-Sion College Warragul played host to Marist schools from the 
Gippsland region for the third and final Connect evening in Term Two. 
Sale Catholic College and Lavalla Catholic College Traralgon joined 
Warragul for an evening facilitated by the Melbourne MYM Team. 
Using the 2018 theme Hope and a Future, the students unpacked 
the significance of biblical hope in the Jewish and Christian traditions 
and how contemporary leaders like Pope Francis continue to give 
witness to biblical hope in our day and age. The students are to be 
congratulated for the energetic way they engaged with the program.

Next Issue:  14 August 2018

Marist Solidarity Cambodia
launch official website

Marist Solidarity Cambodia (MSC) is pleased to announce its launch 
of their refreshed website. 

The MSC website will bring supporters of their programs closer 
to the community with up to date news and information. The 
official website is www.maristcambodia.org. Developed by former 
Australian Marist Solidarity team member Brother Brian Kinsella 
and program founder Brother Terry Heinrich, it is sure to provide 
invaluable insight particularly for the school communities that visit 
MSC each year. 

Australian Marist Solidarity is a long-time supporter of MSC’s 
programs, namely the LaValla School, Villa Maria hostel and new 
Community Village. MSC is committed to increasing Cambodians’ 
educational opportunities and consequently their integration into 
the education system. 

If you would like to support Cambodians with physical disabilities 
access to education they cannot receive in the rural areas, please 
visit: www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/country/cambodia .

Brother Greg McDonald
MYM Southern Coordinator

MYM team visits Sacred Heart College Adelaide
Jack Stammers, Damian Ruiz and Brother Greg joined Madeline 
Forde, the MYM Regional Assistant at Sacred Heart College, for a 
half-day retreat and meeting with senior student leaders in late June. 
The meeting provided the team with an opportunity listen to the 
students review their leadership goals and strategies since the 2017 
Student Leaders Gathering.

Young Adult Gathering Adelaide
The same day saw Marist Young Adults gather for an Exchange 
evening held in the Brothers Community at Somerton Park. It’s 
inspiring to see the growth of a vibrant group of Marist young adults 
who are wanting to live their faith in action through a range of 
ministry opportunities as well as gather for prayer and a meal as a 
Marist community.

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/
https://www.maristcambodia.org/
http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au/country/cambodia/


 
 

 Care for the Soul Retreat at The Hermitage, Mittagong

The third of our Care for the Soul retreats was held recently at The Hermitage in Mittagong. Eleven participants joined us 
from St Joseph’s Hunters Hill, Newman College Perth, Marist Canberra, our Mascot office and five other Marist friends. 
Many thanks to Br Bill Tarrant, Fr Bob Barber, Sr Gail Reneker and Sue Dunbar who were part of the team for the weekend. 
The feedback from the participants clearly shows the appreciation they felt for having the opportunity to spend some 
quality retreat time away from the busy nature of the working week. I include a few of their comments for your interest.

“Each presenter bought and generously shared from their own lived experience-gently leading us into the deep. Thank 
you to the Brothers for the gift of their lives.”

“No silence = No revelation.”

“I feel blessed to have this opportunity. Thank you. I would like to participate in more of these retreats.”

“Thank you! It was a wonderful experience. I really appreciated your insights and your humanness. You made me feel 
very at ease.”

“A wonderful retreat, I learned so much and love the idea of reflecting on the Golden threads in my day and week.”

Our August 2nd retreat is fully booked but there are places available on our August 23-25, November 29-December 1st 
and December 5 – 8th Retreats. 

More information on these retreats can be found on our website www.thehermitage.org.au . 

For booking information you can contact us on 02 4872 1911 at The Hermitage.

Br Bill Sullivan

https://www.thehermitage.org.au/


THE SACRED
BALANCING ACT

Lisa Hendey

Today’s families are busier and more in need 
of the graces of the Church and the promise 
of the Gospel than ever before. The Sacred 
Balancing Act delivers a model for busy 
families partnering with their parish, school 
and communities, providing tools to more 
efficiently form the faith of their children. 
The presentation will also discuss how to 
relate lovingly with teenage, young adult or 
adult children, who separate themselves 
from Church.

Lisa Hendey is the founder and editor of 
CatholicMom.com, a renowned author of 
several books including The Grace of Yes 
and The Catholic Mom's Prayer Companion, 
and has extensive public speaking and 
media experience. 

Register at www.maristassociation.org.au

WEDNESDAY 15 AUGUST 2018
11am - 12.30pm

(Morning Tea served from 10.30am)

You are also welcome to join us for Mass to 
celebrate the Feast of the Assumption at 1pm.

St Patrick’s Crypt
20 Grosvenor St, The Rocks NSW

(entry via the courtyard)

BUSY LIVES AND
FAMILY SPIRITUALITY
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A Message from Br John McMahon... 

Upcoming Programs
MT401 Marist Educational 
Leadership Program
This program will be offered  on 
4th-5th August, 2018 and 25th-26th 
August, 2018.  The Course will be 
held at Marist College, Canberra ACT 
and presented by Dr Jennifer Elvery 
and Br John McMahon.

Further information can be 
obtained on www.mte.org.au

Contact Us  

Melbourne:

Br John McMahon 
National Director
PO Box 753
Templestowe  Vic  3106
T:  +61  39846 8512
M:  +61 417 879 758
Email:
john.mcmahon@marists.org.au
grace.johnstone@marists.org.au

Website:
www.mte.org.au

Registration:
www.msa.edu.au/registration- 
for-programmes

It is always good to welcome staff from our schools to our Marist Tertiary Programs.  
Our first program for the year, which began in Adelaide on 22nd March, was the Marist 
Methodology program which constitutes part of the Grad Certificate Course which is 
accredited by the University of South Australia. This program involves twelve 2 hour 
sessions spread across the year.

Our second program, an ACU Unit accredited program at the Masters level, titled 
‘Leadership from a Marian Perspective’ commenced on 5th May in Melbourne.  This 
Unit seems to attract students interested in the theology of leadership and to ring true 
with those identifying with Marist spirituality.

Many staff from Marist schools who are completing our traditional programs emanating 
from Mittagong, like Footsteps 1 and 2 as well as the Pilgrimage and Study Tour, are 
completing essays for the ACU approved units they are undertaking.

Our Marist Tertiary Website www.mte.org.au is attracting plenty of visitors.  An 
increasing number of books, theses and articles are available there for downloading.  It 
is pleasing also to see articles are appearing in ‘Champagnat’, the insert to the ‘Lavalla’ 
magazine, which have emerged from the Marist Tertiary stable.  We hope you find 
them thought provoking, as well as providing you with an opportunity for reflection and 
study.

Marist College Canberra is once again welcoming us this year in August for the fourth 
annual Marist Educational Leadership program. This four day program seems to provide 
a spring board for those who like to delve more deeply, not only into Marist leadership, 
but also leadership related topics like the Leadership of St Paul and the Leadership of 
Jesus as revealed in the Gospels.

Our Marist culture of learning is hopefully being 
enhanced through these Marist Tertiary programs and 
studies.  Please get in touch with your ideas should 
you wish to contribute more formally to this culture, 
whether by writing an article or participating in a 
think tank type activity.  We always appreciate your 
involvement.

With best wishes,
Br John McMahon
National Director

T o g e t h e r  w e  L e a r n  a n d  G r o w

Dr Jennifer Elvery



Leadership from a Marian Perspective

A wonderful opportunity...
Recently I had the privilege to participate in the “Leadership from a Marian Perspective” 
course, facilitated by Brother John McMahon FMS. This was a wonderful opportunity 
to learn from knowledgeable presenters, who were engaging, informative and even 
provocative, ensuring participants were challenged. 

The course moved from focusing on Mary, her qualities and standing within the 
Catholic Church, to styles of leadership within an educational setting. There were many 
opportunities to share ideas in a warm and collegial environment, with quiet time to 
contemplate and synthesise ideas. For those who were completing tertiary study, this 
was a great opportunity to develop and refine their thesis. Through this course, I gained 
a deeper understanding of the role of Mary as a leader within her community and the 
qualities she emanated throughout her journey. 

This has enabled me to take these ideas and adapt them to my school and community 
context. I will try to be more open and present to those around me; listen, contemplate 
and discern their concerns and hopefully assist them through collaboration and 
empowerment.  I thoroughly recommend this unit for those who wish to develop 
personally or gain a greater understanding of leadership in a Catholic school.

Susan Nabbs
Learning and Teaching Leader 7 - 12

Notre Dame College, Shepparton

Michael Green, Hubert Williams, Grant Barclay, Jamie McIlroy, Susan Nabbs, John McMahon, Mark O’Connor

A rewarding experience...
Over two weekends I was privileged to participate in a Marist Tertiary Program that 
explored Marian Leadership from a Marist perspective.  I joined teachers from Marist 
College, Canberra and Notre Dame College, Shepparton.  Dr Jennifer Elvery and 4 
learned Marist Brothers: Br Mark O’Connor, Br Hubert Williams, Br Michael Green and 
Br John McMahon.

Our exploration began with a study of Mary in the Gospels and moved towards learning 
about the impact of the Second Vatican Council on Mariology.  We then explored this 
model of Marian leadership in contemporary Catholic Schools.  Our learning was based 
on academic literature, Biblical texts, the vast experience of the Marists attending and 
the valuable insights that were shared.   We also explored the concept of Contemplative 
Leadership in an educational setting. Through a rich process of reading, writing, prayer, 
sharing and reflecting I found the experience very insightful and it formed the basis of 
an essay I completed for a Unit in a Theology Master’s Degree.

We also learned about iconography and the theology behind certain icons of Mary.

The experience was a rewarding learning experience as I continue my faith journey in 
Marist Education.

Jamie Mcllroy
Marcellin College, Bulleen

Mixed Mode Learning 
from 2019
Mixed Mode Learning, face to face and 
online, will be available in 2019.  

Locations will be
1. Marist Centre Ashgrove in Brisbane,
2. Marist Centre Mascot in Sydney or
3. Marist Centre, Brunswick in 
Melbourne.

A presenter and/or tutor will be located 
at each Centre during the four days.

May, 4 & 5 and May 25 & 26, 2019
MT402 Leadership from a Marian 
Perspective

July 8 & 9 and  July 11 & 12, 2019
(School Holidays)
MT401 Marist Educational Leadership

Team members, depending on 
availability, will include

Mr Anthony Clarke,
Dr Jennifer Elvery,
Dr Michael Green,
Dr John McMahon,
Br Mark O’Connor and
Br Hubert Williams.

If you would like to express interest 
in a 2019 program, please email us at 
tertiary@marists.org.au

T o g e t h e r  w e  L e a r n  a n d  G r o w


